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Minnesota Housing Planning, Research &Evaluation 

Approximately three-fourths of MARIF tenants are households of color. 

Historically, households of color have occupied at least 50% of the MARIF units available. Of 
householders assisted in 2016, 73.4% were of a race other than White. 

Data reported by property owners also show that 4.8% of MARIF households assisted in 2016 were of 
Hispanic or Latino ethnicity. 
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MAR IF-assisted tenants move less frequently than low-income renters in general. 

Moves are not necessarily an indicator of household distress; however, studies show that low-income 
families move more frequently than does the general population and are more likely to make 
involuntary moves, e.g., caused by eviction or housing affordability problems. Involuntary or unplanned 
moves can adversely affect families, especially children. Research indicates that children in frequent 
mover families lag in academic performance compared with their peers, and evidence also suggests a 
connection between frequent moves and behavior problems in the children of frequent movers. 2 

According to the most recent estimates reported by the Census Bureau, 46% of low-income renter 
households in the U.S. (households below poverty) had moved to their current housing within the last 2 
years and an estimated 27% had lived in the same unit for more than five years. 3 Among current 
tenants of MARIF-assisted housing, 25% had occupied a MARIF unit for one year or less and 41% had 
occupied a MARIF unit for two years or less. Twenty-nine percent of tenants had occupied a MARIF unit 
for more than five years. 

2 
Rebecca Cohen and Keith Wardrip, Should I Stay or Should I Go? (Center for Housing Policy, February 2011). 

3 
U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, American Housing Survey,2015. 
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Information on reasons for MARIF tenant move-outs is brief. There were only 38 move-outs in 2016 and 
more than half did not provide a reason for their move. As shown in Figure 4, the most common reasons 
given for a household move is that the household was either evicted or became self-sufficient 
(purchased a home or moved to market-rate rental housing). Of households moving out in 2016, 18.8% 
secured permanent subsidized housing. 

Figure 4 
Reasons for Tenant Moves from MARIF-Assisted Housing, 2016 
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Conclusion 

MARIF-assisted units provide affordable housing to renters with incomes that qualify them for MFIP 
assistance. Current information shows that in MARIF-assisted housing: 

• Ninety-one percent of households are families with minor children and more than two-thirds of 
the households are single-parent families. 

• Nearly 40% of households include four members or more. 

• Household incomes are extremely low. 

• Nearly three-fourths are households of color. 

• Few households moved out of MARIF-assisted housing in 2016 and their reasons for doing so 
were largely unstated. 

Comments or questions concerning this report should be directed to: 

Minnesota Housing 
400 Wabasha Street North, Suite 400 
Saint Paul, MN 55102 
(651) 296-6708 
(800) 657-3769 
TTY(651)297-2361 
E-mail: mn.housinq@state.mn.us 

A copy of the report will be available at: www.mnhousing.gov/ 

Appendix A: Description of Data 

Demographic and income data are summarized from reports submitted to Minnesota Housing by 
property owners during the process of monitoring units for compliance with program rules. Selected 
characteristics are based on MARIF households reported as of December 31, 2016, that occupied a 
MARIF unit for ·one or more months during the year. 

The Minnesota Department of Human Services (DHS) provided data on Minnesota Family Investment 
Program (MFIP) participation; additional data on employment and earnings from the Minnesota 
Department of Employment and Economic Development are no longer available for this study. 
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